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Operating Guideline # 1809 

Delegation of Chief Fire Official Designation 

September 19, 2019 

PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this Operating Guideline (OG) is to identify and delegate to certain Muskoka 
Lakes Fire Department personnel the authority of the “Chief Fire Official” in accordance with 
the Ontario Fire Code, 213/07 as amended. 
 
ISSUE/RATIONALE:  
The Ontario Fire Code, 213/07 as amended ascribes certain powers to the “Chief Fire 
Official” of a municipality (i.e. – to “approve” certain Fire Code provisions or submissions). It 
also provides that the Fire Chief of a Fire Department may delegate these powers to other 
members of the fire department under Article 1.1.1.2. of Division C in order to carry out 
various provisions of the Fire Code.  
Members of the Fire Prevention Division and others carrying out duties related (i.e. the 
Deputy Fire Chief) who are “Assistants to the Fire Marshal” are delegated this authority by 
virtue of this OG when accompanied by an individually issued “Memorandum of 
Appointment”. 
 
 GUIDELINE:  
1. Appendix “A” lists the various Ontario Fire Code Articles that reference the term 
“Approved” and the Fire Chief hereby delegates the authority of the “Chief Fire Official” to 
“approve” to those persons/positions as listed in the appendix for the article referenced. 
Note that each individual also requires an accompanying “Memorandum of Appointment”.  
 
RESPONSIBILITY:  
This guideline is to be followed by all Muskoka Lakes fire department personnel that have 
been appointed as an Assistant to the Fire Marshal under Subsection 11.(1) of the Fire 
Protection and Prevention Act, 1997. 
 
DEFINITIONS:  
“Approved” means approved by the Chief Fire Official, or where delegated, his or her 
designate.  
“Chief Fire Official” means the Assistant to the Fire Marshal who is the Municipal Fire 
Chief or a member or members of the fire department appointed by the Municipal Fire Chief 
under Article 1.1.1.2. of Division C or a person appointed by the Fire Marshal under Article 
1.1.1.1. of Division C.  
 
REFERENCES:  
• Ontario Regulation 213/07 Ontario Fire Code  
• Fire Protection and Prevention Act 1997 as Amended  
• MLFD OG 1801 Fire Inspection Practices  
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